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REVIEWS. 


Gallstones and Their Surgical Treatment. By B. G. A. 

Moynihan, M.S. (London), F.R.C.S. Philadelphia, New 

York, and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1905. 

The author of this volume need make no apology for devoting 
so much space to the single subject of gallstones, and the reader 
will certainly not think of asking for one. The subject is most 
important both from the point of view of the surgeon and that of 
the internist, and therefore a practical dissertation such as this is 
of the greatest value. The author has had an unusually large experi¬ 
ence in the surgery of the gall-bladder and its associated organs, 
and is consequently thoroughly fit for the task. The book should 
be read by medical men in order that they may see the results of 
neglected gallstone disease and compare the operative treatment 
of such cases with that of the uncomplicated ones, and also in 
order that they may understand the symptoms to which the sur¬ 
geon attaches most value in the eatastrophies which occasionally 
take place in diseases of the gall-bladder. 

The surgeon can learn much from a careful study of Moynihan’s 
technique, which is described very fully and comprehensively. After 
discussing the anatomy of the gall-bladder and ducts and the 
varieties of gallstones, considerable space is devoted to the path¬ 
ology and especially to the symptoms of gallstone disease. 

The portion of the book dealing with this subject is beautifully 
illustrated, which greatly enhances the value of the work. 

All of the various operations upon the gall-bladder are described 
in detail. The reader will observe that the author, like so many 
surgeons of extensive experience in this line of work, has greatly 
extended the indications for the operation of cholecystectomy. 

The work we can heartily recommend as most satisfactory and 
of the greatest practical value, especially to the surgeon. 

J. H. G. 


A Treatise on Diseases of the Nervous System. By L. Har¬ 
rison Mettler, A.M., M.D. Chicago: Cleveland Press, 1905. 

Dr. Mettler believes that “the neurone doctrine is now an 
accepted fact,” and that “its teachings have done more to illumi¬ 
nate the dark places of neurology than has any single scientific 
generalization heretofore promulgated.” He bases his work on 
these two statements and hopes that the student will be able “to 
behold the entire field of neurology under the brilliant illumination 
cast upon it by this scientific generalization.” It is a dangerous 
thing to base a medical book upon a theory, because theories have 
a habit of going out of fashion and the neurone doctrine is not as 
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fashionable as it was a few years ago. Apart altogether from 
theory the descriptions of disease are for the most part clear and 
the therapeutic directions excellent. We hope that when a new 
edition is issued lighter paper will be used, because it is cruel to 
expect anyone to hold and study a book weighing six and a half 
pounds. C. W. B. 


Electricity in Every-day Life. By Edwin J. Houston, Ph.D. 

In three volumes; illustrated. New York: P. F. Collier & Son. 

Although these three volumes are hardly to be considered as 
medical works, they nevertheless contain information which is of 
value to every physician who is desirous of availing himself of the 
most recent knowledge in the ever-progressing subject of electricity. 
The applications of electricity to medical science are increasing 
daily. It is impossible for a doctor to really study the subject, and 
a book such as this enables him to grasp the essentials necessary 
to a working knowledge and enables him to use the various elec¬ 
tric appliances with which every well-to-do office is equipped 
with some understanding of the nature of the elements which he 
employs. Dr. Houston’s explanations of the scientific problems in¬ 
volved and his descriptions of apparatuses and technique are so 
practical and clear that a layman can grasp them and apply them 
to his uses with the greatest ease. Aside from its technical value 
the book is charming reading, and its delightful accounts of the 
wonderful discoveries and inventions which have succeeded one 
another since Benjamin Franklin’s famous kite-flying experiment 
will speak to all and stimulate a desire to know more of a won¬ 
derful subject. F. R. P. 


The Doctor’s Red Lamp. A Book of Short Stories Con¬ 
cerning the Doctor’s Daily Life. Selected by Charles 
Wells Moulton. Chicago, Akron (Ohio), and New York: The 
Saalfield Publishing Co., 1904. 

This book contains twenty-two short stories dealing with the 
life of the doctor. Curiously enough, the stories are almost all of 
them by laymen. As the editor says in his preface, many of them 
are old favorites, a fact which will probably appeal all the more to 
those who see the book. They have been well chosen, and their 
perusaljwill, we hope, give many a physician a number of pleasant 
hours of recreation. The idea of a series of books of this nature 
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